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IIT Director to Take Charge Next Week  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/IIT-Director-to-Take-Charge-Next-

Week/2015/04/19/article2771689.ece 

BHUBANESWAR:Prof Ratnam Varada Raja Kumar who has been appointed Director of IIT, Bhubaneswar is 

likely to take over the new assignment on April 22. 

Prof Raja Kumar  A Professor of Electronics and Electrical 

Communication Engineering, Prof Raja Kumar joined the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) at Kharagpur in 

1984. 

 A native of Machilipatnam in Andhra Pradesh, he received his engineering degree in Electronics and 

Communication from Andhra University before getting his MTech in Microwave and Radar Engineering and 

PhD in Digital Signal Processing from IIT, Kharagpur. 

 Prof Raja Kumar’s research areas include Digital Signal Processing, Wireless Communications, Detection and 

Estimation theory and VLSI systems for Communications. He has to his credit several research publications in 

reputed international journals and conferences. 

 He also served as Dean of Academic Affairs of IIT, Kharagpur besides being Chairman of GS Sanyal School of 

Telecommunications and also headed the Vodafone Essar-IIT Centre of Excellence in Telecommunications. He 

also served as a member of several national level committees of Ministry of HRD, DRDO and DoD. 
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April 20 

I have videos of Kakodkar interviewing IIT director 

candidates: Smriti Irani 

http://www.indiatvnews.com/politics/national/videos-of-kakodkar-interviewing-iit-director-are-with-me-irani-

28458.html 

New Delhi:  Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani on Saturday said Anil Kakodkar's resignation 

from the chairmanship of the board of governors of Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (IIT-B) was 

without any reason. 

"The issue related to the resignation of Kakodkar was stretched without any reason," she told Times Now. 

"Even if he (Kakodkar) said he didn't attend the interviews (to select directors of some IITs), I have the videos 

in which Kakodkar is doing a group interviews. He was in the interview of all 37 candidates invited for the 

selection of (IIT) directorship," Irani said. 

Kakodkar had resigned before completing his tenure and had refused to conduct the interviews for the selection 

of new directors of some IITs. However he has agreed to continue till that period after being persuaded by Irani. 

During the interview, she said she was neither a helpless woman (abla nari) nor a political novice. 

"I am mother of two. I am a union minister and a BJP worker. I stand for myself and am not a 'abla nari'," she 

said, adding that she was in politics for 13 years and enjoyed the confidence of senior party leaders like Arun 

Jaitley and M. Venkaiah Naidu. 

I am a hard nut to crack: Smriti Irani 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/miscellaneous/i-am-a-hard-nut-to-crack-smriti-irani/64913/  

“I am a hard nut to crack,” says HRD Minister Smriti Irani who also asserts that she is “too fat” to be cut to size. 

The 39-year-old minister, who is in the eye of many a controversy including being accused of saffronising 

education, dismisses sugestions that she was getting “isolated” and that her Ministry reports to Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 

“If you notice all the ariticles, a few cut and copy paste job. If you look at the articles, issues are more personal 

which makes me believe that politically when it comes to education…I am a hard nut to crack,” she told Times 

Now. 

She was asked about views that she was not a political heavyweight and a women activist saying she would not 

trust her with jam and pickle ministry. 

Irani said it was quite telling that from being a political non-entity, she was now someone that everybody was 

talking about. 

http://www.indiatvnews.com/politics/national/videos-of-kakodkar-interviewing-iit-director-are-with-me-irani-28458.html
http://www.indiatvnews.com/politics/national/videos-of-kakodkar-interviewing-iit-director-are-with-me-irani-28458.html
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/miscellaneous/i-am-a-hard-nut-to-crack-smriti-irani/64913/
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“That says a lot. May be because the status quo is being challenged. I am of the opinion that the education 

sector has become a matter of political friction. In the last 10 months there is a political consensus emerging. 

That rattles a lot of people,” she said. 

Asked if she was feeling victimised, the minister said, “I have never cried martyr. I have never played the 

victim card and I wont do it today as well.” 

When told if she was being isolated from the party, she said “I don’t think so”. 

Asked about her exclusion from the BJP national executive, Irani said, “I am not a decision maker. I am a party 

worker. My responsibility to the position I hold is to ensure that within the constitutional framework I fulfill my 

obligations”. 

“Are you being cut to size,” she was asked. “I don’t think so. I am too fat for that,” she replied. 

To a question whether there was a move to undercut her, Irani said she did not think so. 

“I do not think so. My Prime Minister won the elections on good governance. He gives me a responsibility as 

the HRD Minister. I am fulfilling the responsibilities to the best of my abilities. My performance in Parliament 

is for the entire nation to see and judge. Its my boss who judges me, for my party to judge. I am still doing OK.” 

Queried about allegations of saffronisation of education, she said the education sector will be within the 

constitutional framework of the country. “How wrong is that”. 

Smriti Irani was asked about a belief that her ministry reports to RSS. She said “no, it does not.” 

Smriti Irani faces flak for inaction against academic fraud by 

Pondicherry University VC 

The Vice Chancellor Chandra Krishnamurthy has been charged with plagiarism in her books and papers she claimed to 

have authored. 

http://scroll.in/article/717955/What-is-missing-from-Modi%E2%80%99s-Make-in-India-plan:-thinking-small 
 
Over the past year, more negative news has emanated from South India’s second largest university than positive. This 
year is no different as the calls against the Pondicherry University’s vice chancellor have only become louder as teachers 
and activists demand her resignation on charges of academic fraud and plagiarism. However, this time they also want to 
attack Smriti Irani and her ministry of human resources development for their inaction on the matter. 
 
Students in the university await a fair probe as the ministry's silence has led to many courses being derailed. “Students 
doing their PhD are suffering the most as the faculty appointed is not being allowed to do its job,” said Dastagiri Reddy, 
general secretary, Pondicherry University Teachers' Association. “Many incharges appointed by the VC are her own men 
with no qualifications to guide students whatsoever.” 
 
Vice Chancellor Chandra Krishnamurthy was appointed to the university in early 2013 but her appointment has now 
come into question. Rules were flouted and relaxed to give her the position, say the teacher association as well as the 
joint action committee which consists of many professors across universities. Their demand for a probe by the ministry 
has not been met. 
 
“Smriti Irani promised us that an action would be taken, but nothing has happened,” Reddy said.  “A fact-finding 

http://scroll.in/article/717955/What-is-missing-from-Modi%E2%80%99s-Make-in-India-plan:-thinking-small
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committee was formed but right before it could submit its report, the chairman of the committee resigned.”  The 
committee did eventually go on to submit its report one and a half months later, but there has been no response from 
the ministry, Reddy added. 
 
The association started with a protest rally on Saturday which is to be followed up by a hunger strike on Monday. “We 
will continue these protests until the ministry takes action and removes the vice chancellor in the larger academic 
interest of the university,” Reddy said. 
 
Sketchy record 
 
Chandra Krishnamurthy's appointment has been mired in controversy and the same allegations have surfaced earlier as 
well. She been charged with plagiarising a major portion of the book mentioned in her CV. Not only this, according to the 
documents accessed by Scroll, the other two book listed on her CV do not exist at all. 
 

According to Reddy, the publisher was forced to retract the book when the plagiarism came to light. A document 

released by the PUTA also highlights the fact that 24 of the 25 research publications that the VC claimed to have 

authored don’t exist at all as the association verified it from the original publishers of the journals such as National Law 

Institute, Delhi and Bar Council of India who said that no such papers were published. 

 

Procedure flouted 

 

Questions have also been raised about the due process not being followed for her appointment. The teachers' 

association also claims that the ministry only recommended one name instead of three to the President for 

consideration. “She doesn’t have the required 10 years of teaching experience either,” Reddy said, adding that out of 

120 applications received for the position, 17 were shortlisted but only one name was recommended by the ministry out 

of the three shortlisted. 

 

As protests rise, Smriti Irani's ministry is being targeted for not acting in time, particularly because the minister had 

earlier promised immediate action. “How can someone with such a controversial record stay on for this long,” Reddy 

lamented. “It’s been more than four months that we have waited patiently but we haven’t received a word from the 

ministry. They have completely forgotten Smriti Irani’s promise that action will be taken.” 

 

“We have a feeling that she’s being protected by someone at the ministry,” he said, but added that the protests will 

eventually force Smriti Irani to take note of the issue and suspend her. 

 

The vice chancellor did not respond to the detailed questionnaire sent to her. 

Smriti Irani denies appointing RSS-affiliated people 

http://www.mid-day.com/articles/smriti-irani-denies-appointing-rss-affiliated-people/16149155 

New Delhi: Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani on Saturday denied that she was appointing 

people with personal, political and ideological affiliation to the Rastriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in her 

ministry. 

"Do people have no right to job merely because they hold a right-wing opinion? Should a person be denied an 

appointment because he is holding a certain personal political views closure to RSS? Nobody with a personal, 

political and ideological affiliation to RSS is appointed knowingly," Irani said in an interwiew with Times Now 

channel. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/puducherry/Pondicherry-University-VC-appointment-violated-basic-norms-reveals-RTI/articleshow/44993469.cms
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/pondicherry-v-c-has-a-problem-cv-has-a-suspect-book-two-that-cant-be-traced/2/
http://www.mid-day.com/articles/smriti-irani-denies-appointing-rss-affiliated-people/16149155
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Asked about the appointment Dina Nath Batra as the head of Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR), she 

said, "When professor Batra was appointed as national professor by the then HRD minister Arjun Singh, he was 

secular but becomes communal when Smriti Irani appoints him." 

Irani rubbished the impression that she was being cornered in the BJP, saying: "I enjoy the confidence of the 

senior party leaders like Aruin Jaitley, Rajnath Singh and M. Venkaiah Naidu in the party." 

"My exclusion from the BJP national executive committee was the decision of the party and should not be seen 

as her being undercut in the party," she added. 

"Well it's the prerogative of my party....it was they who made me a minister at the age of 38. I never demanded 

any position. I am not a decision maker and it's upto them whatever they decide for everyone. I am just a party 

karyakarta (worker)," she said. 

IIT Delhi student bags an offer of nearly 20 lakh in MBA 

placements 2015 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-delhi-mba-placements-2015/1/430910.html 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi recently concluded placements for its 2015 MBA batch. The 

programme is run by the Department of Management Studies (DMS) at IIT. 30 percent of the students received 

pre-placement offers (PPOs) and pre-placement interviews. A total of 62 students from the outgoing batch were 

recruited, and almost 16 percent of these students got extended offers for higher positions. 

Out of the 49 companies that attended the placement process at IIT Delhi, 28 were first time recruiters. Out of 

these the top recruiters were KPMG, PwC, Deloitte, Snapdeal, Airtel, Amazon, RBS, Idea cellular, General 

Electric, Flipkart, Marico, BASF, Honeywell and Lead Management Group. The highest domestic package was 

offered at 19.87 lakh per year. On the other hand, the lowest salary offer was Rs 7.36 lakh a year. The median 

of the top 25 percent offers stood at Rs 16.36 lakh per year and the total average was Rs 13.27 lakh. 

The maximum number of placement offers were made for these fields- Risk Management, Financial 

Management, Mergers & Acquisitions, Product Analyst, Business Consulting, Project Finance, Digital 

Marketing, Program Management, Project Management, Business Analytics & Business Development, 

Management Consulting - Strategy & Operations, Management Trainee (Marketing & Sales), Account 

Management, Management Trainee (Operations), SME Credit Analysis and Sales Specialist. 

Operations and Marketing, Finance and Consulting, Information Technology and Analytics are the sectors 

which recruited the majority of the students. 

The MBA programme at DMS, IIT can be pursued by graduates from any discipline. The results for the 2015 

admissions will be declared on May 2. 
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